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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/008.568 



Examiner 

Ngan Ngo 



Applicant(s) 

PAIN ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2814 



"TsHORTENED STATUTORV PERIOD POR REPLV ,S SET TO EXPIRE , MONTH(S) PROM 

ear ned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

DH Responsive to communication(s) filed on December 2002 . 
m t • PINAL 2b)E This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1:25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) M2 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 13-25 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8,Q ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10,n The drawing(s) filed on _ Is/are: a)D accepted or o.ected to by the Exam.ner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drav.ng(s) be held ,n abeyance. See 37 CFR 1^85(a). 

Applicant y j.. a^^ aoproved disapproved by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approvea kk 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
' Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 1 9 and 1 20 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAIi b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No . 

3 0 copies Of the certified copies of the priority ^o— received in this National Stage 

.eelaJJSS^^^^^^^^ 
'lldgment is made Of a .aim for domestic priority under 35 U. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional aPP^-tj." J^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^'^^ ^^1 
1 5)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 

Attachment(s) ^ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) D Other. 
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The election filed December 13, 2002 has been entered and made of record as 
paper no. 7. 

Applicant's election of claims 13-25 in Paper No. 7 is acknowledged. Because 
applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 

(MPEP§ 818.03(a)). 

The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting 
any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

The drawings are objected to because figures 2 and 3 are not labeled "PRIOR 
ART" See MPEP 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are 
required In reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed J^^f ^^^^^^^f * . 
orth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought o be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barna et al. 

Barna discloses an apparatus for capturing images comprising a pixel of an 
imager (202), a column feedback circuit (208), and a soft resetting transistor (214). It 
would have been obvious that the apparatus can capture images under ultra low 
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illumination with high dynamic range. Note that the terms "ultra low" and "high" are 
simply relative terms. 

The other references are cited to show other structures having pixels, feedback 
circuits, and resetting transistors pertinent to Applicants' disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner Ngan 
Ngo at telephone number (703) 308-4938. The fax number for the Art unit is (703) 308- 
7722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-0956. 
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Ngan Vten Ngo 
Primary Examiner 



Ngan Ngo 
January 14, 2003 



